
EXT. STAR CITY - ALLEY - NIGHT

Boots pound the pavement as we find GREEN ARROW, locked and
ready to fire as he rounds a corner and spots: RHODES
dressed in MILITARY FATIGUES holding a bow & arrow, as well.

GREEN ARROW
Freeze!

RHODES
Oh good. I was worried I'd lost you.

In an instant, they both fire and disarm each other. Green
Arrow's shot slices a thin gash on Rhodes's shoulder, who
smiles and wipes away a small bit of blood.

RHODES (CONT'D)
That's the first time anyone has
drawn my blood in almost two years.

Rhodes puts up a hand, ready for a high five.

RHODES (CONT'D)
...Kudos. (then) You got lucky.

Green Arrow shoots another arrow, but Rhodes's raised hand
catches it in mid-air.

RHODES
Oops! You want this one back?

(off Green Arrow's look)
Those councilmen made their beds.
They can lie in them. Six feet
under.

GREEN ARROW
You're out of control.

RHODES
Why are you so opposed to my help?

GREEN ARROW
That's not help. It's murder.

RHODES
I'm a hero.

GREEN ARROW
Real heroes save lives. They don't
destroy them.

RHODES
Aw. You should put that on a card.



Green Arrow is about to fling a flash grenade, when--

RHODES (CONT'D)
Wait!

(off Green Arrow )
My dad was murdered when I was a
kid.

Green Arrow is surprised by this confession--

GREEN ARROW
I didn't realize--

RHODES
I got home from school one day and
noticed the bicycle lock was gone.
Must've slipped off on my ride. You
would've thought it was made of
diamonds the way I was carrying on.
My mom thought I was ridiculous, but
my dad said he'd retrace the route
with me.

(beat)
Being a kid from the Glades, I knew
the neighborhood wasn't the
greatest, but having my dad with me,
I felt invincible. What I didn't
take into account was that he
wasn't.

GREEN ARROW
What happened?

RHODES,
(fighting back tears.)

We made it to right outside the
school... and there it was. Sticking
out from the grass. I was so
excited, I didn't even notice two
guys getting into a fight. Then
there was a gunshot. Then I saw my
dad drop to the ground. Just like
that. In the blink of an eye he was
gone.

GREEN ARROW
Rhodes, that's awful--

--Rhodes turns toward the Green Arrow with an expression
beneath the teary face that stops him from saying more.

RHODES
--I'm not telling you this for you
to feel sorry for me; I just want



RHODES (CONT'D)
you to know why I'll do anything, no
matter the cost, to clean up the
Glades.

(beat)
So, let me.

Off Green Arrow, weighing whether to trust Rhodes or--

CUT TO:


