
ACT ONE

INT. HOSPITAL – E.D. - TRAUMA BAY 1 

Blair watches from the curtain.  Two nurses (a male and 
NURSE DORIS), Maggie and SARAH REESE stand by as Connor 
briefs brilliant, self-assured attending surgeon DR. 
ANTONIA “TONI” ZANETTI (35).

CONNOR
Multiple site penetrating trauma with 
extensive injury to the neck and chest.  
Hemopneumothorax with chest tube on the 
left, hypotensive, tachycardic, Crit of 
21.

TONI
That’s a cluster.

(then)
This a Chuhuly?

BLAIR
Yes.

Toni motions to NURSE DORIS to remove the civilian.  Doris 
gently nudges Blair away.

DORIS
Ma’am, let me take you to the waiting 
room.

As they leave --

TONI
We need to get this thing off and see 
what we’re dealing with.  He’s sedated, 
right?

CONNOR
Morphine and dilaudad.

TONI
Everybody...

She motions everyone around Russel.

TONI (CONT’D)
On my count.  Not before.

They all grab a part of the sculpture.

TONI (CONT’D)
One.  Two.  Three.  Lift!
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In unison they lift the sculpture off Russel.  What remains 
are lots of small shards of glass and three large ones (one 
in his lungs, two on either side of his neck).  Toni turns 
to Sarah --

TONI (CONT’D)
You, newbie.  Start a femoral line.   

Sarah gets the kit, but hesitates.  Maggie clocks it, 
starts to take the kit, but Toni grabs it instead and 
pushes Sarah out of the way. 

TONI (CONT’D)
I’ll do it.  

As she does, she orders the male nurse --

TONI (CONT’D)
Allen, grab some O-neg.  Maggie, tell the 
blood bank to type and cross faster.

MAGGIE
(moving off)

Copy that.

Doris comes back in as --

CONNOR
He’s stabilized.

(to Doris)
Splint the glass so it doesn’t move.

TONI
Then get him up for a CT and CTA of his 
neck, chest and abdomen ASAP.  We need to 
see how deep these shards go and assess 
for vascular injury.

As Doris starts splinting the glass, off Connor, concerned 
for Russel --

INT.  HOSPITAL – E.D. TREATMENT #3

DR. ETHAN CHOI and April enter and meet CPT. TREVOR 
JACKSON, mid-30’s, and his wife, LAUREN (anxious, 30’s).  
Trevor’s a little woozy.  Ethan looks at his chart.

ETHAN
Captain Trevor Jackson.  Army?

TREVOR
Ranger.  1st Battalion, 75th Regiment.

Ethan begins his examination -- checks his eyes.
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Seeing Trevor’s desperation, Ethan nods, then exits.  
Lauren turns to Trevor, squeezes his hand.

LAUREN
It’s going to be okay, honey.

Off Trevor, worried --

INT.  HOSPITAL – RADIOLOGY

Connor and Toni bring Russel into a state of the art 
facility with huge flatscreen monitors.  Connor speaks to 
the barely conscious Russel --

CONNOR
We’re going to slide you into the CT -- 
take some images of your body so we can 
see exactly what we’re dealing with.  

Russel answers with a MOAN.  They position Russel but the 
shards sticking out of him are too long --

TONI
He won’t fit.  We can support his body 
with bear warmers or buttress with air 
mattresses and take him to the larger CT 
ring across the street.

CONNOR
Too dangerous.  One wrong move along the 
way and he could have a massive 
hemorrhage.

TONI
You’re thinking?

CONNOR
Decompress the glass.  Cut it down.

TONI
Okay.

(then)
Very.  Carefully.

(off Connor)
Like you said, one wrong move...

Connor gets surgical shears and gingerly addresses the 
longest shard.  He carefully makes the first cut -- SNAP --

END OF ACT ONE
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WILL (CONT’D)
Maggie here’s going to help transfer you 
upstairs to admit you into the hospital 
proper.

MAGGIE
Is there anyone you’d like us to contact?

DYLAN
I want to talk to the woman who was in 
here earlier.  The violinist.

WILL
Dr. Manning?

DYLAN
I’m not going anywhere until I talk to 
her.

Dylan digs in.  Off Will, flummoxed --

INT. HOSPITAL - ANGIO SUITE - DAY

Flatscreens show 360 DEGREE COLOR IMAGES of Russel’s neck 
and lungs (with the shards of glass as white masses).  
Toni studies the images as Connor, wearing the OCULUS 
HEADSET, manipulates a videogame controller.  As he does, 
the images on the screens rotate.

TONI
Incredible...

CONNOR
Wait ‘til you put the headset on -- It’s 
like I’m traveling around inside his 
body.

GOODWIN
(entering)

How does this work?

As Connor continues to rotate the images, Toni explains --

TONI
It combines images from the most recent 
CT scan, MRI and angiogram, and creates a 
three-dimensional model of the patient’s 
body.  We can see exactly where 
everything is.  Allows us to rehearse his 
surgery without opening him up.

GOODWIN
Amazing.

(then)
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By the way, Dr. Rhodes, I just met your 
father.

CONNOR
Did he charm you?

GOODWIN
Not exactly.

Connor sees something with the headset that he doesn’t 
like --

CONNOR
Dr. Zanetti, look at the left carotid. 

TONI
(studying the screen)

Pseudoaneurysm. 
(pointing it out for 
Goodwin)

The glass has pierced the artery.

CONNOR
The shard is holding a clot on like a 4th 
wall.  We remove it and the artery’ll 
blow.

TONI
Move farther to the left.

As he toggles the joystick --

TONI (CONT’D)
There!

She points to an image on the screen -- a small, dark 
strand of dye is coming out of the carotid artery.

TONI (CONT’D)
There’s a small amount of dye etra-
vasatation where the glass and the 
carotid interface.  He’s bleeding.

CONNOR
(rips off the headset)

We have to operate now.

As Connor and Toni rush out of the room, hold on Goodwin.  
Oh shit --

INT. E.D. - DAY

Jason enters, approaches the Nurses’ Station.
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Crying, she turns her body away from him.  Off Charles, 
thinking --

INT.  HOSPITAL – O.R. - DAY

Connor and Toni, in surgical scrubs and masks, are knee 
deep in Russel’s surgery.  Nurses and an anesthesiologist, 
DR. MARTY PETERSON, stand by.  Russel’s chest cavity is 
open -- ribs spread open exposing the lung.

TONI
Dissecting pleural adhesions away from 
the lung.  Lung clamp.

A NURSE hands her the clamp.

TONI (CONT’D)
You ready to pull it out?

CONNOR
Ready.

TONI
Now.

Connor uses his hands to carefully removes the glass shard 
from Russel’s lung.  Blood starts to fill the lungs.

TONI (CONT’D)
Suction.

A nurse suctions the blood away.

TONI (CONT’D)
Let’s close it.  I need a 4-0 Prolene 
suture.

A nurse passes it to her.  After she’s done, she and 
Connor both move up to Russel’s neck.

TONI (CONT’D)
Now for the fun part.

CONNOR
Didn’t get enough time with the oculus -- 
which side do we remove first?

TONI
Neither.  We do them both at the same 
time.

(then)
I’ll take the left.

As Connor gets in position --
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TONI (CONT’D)
Dissecting down to distal tip of glass.  
Need to separate the structure so as not 
to cause injury to the trach, esophagus 
and spine.  Suction.

Connor attends to his side of the surgery --

CONNOR
There’s some jugular bleeding at the 
branches.  Bipolar.

A nurse hands him the surgical instrument.

CONNOR (CONT’D)
Ready to remove the shards when you are.

TONI
On my count.  One.  Two.  Three.

They both move slowly...lifting and removing the glass 
shards out of Russel’s neck.  Instantly, ALARMS SOUND.  
Arteries GUSH BLOOD.  Connor and Toni are quick, but 
focused.

CONNOR/TONI
Clamp.

CONNOR
Suture.

(then)
Looking okay here.

Toni’s having a harder time.

TONI
Dammit...I can’t get control of the 
carotid.  Suction.

A nurse suctions the blood, but the bleeding doesn’t stop.

TONI (CONT’D)
I said suction!

NURSE
I’m trying.

CONNOR
(re: his surgery)

Cut.  Done.  Vessel looks good.

Toni continues to struggle.
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TONI
He’s bleeding too fast.  I can’t see a 
goddamn thing.

ALARMS BLARING...off Connor, fearing they’ve lost Russel --

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

INT.  HOSPITAL - O.R. - DAY

Back in surgery -- the urgency still pulsing, Toni’s in 
the thick of it.  Connor watches.  Marty, the 
anesthesiologist, doesn’t like what he sees --

MARTY
His BP and heart rate are dropping.  
You’re losing him.  You need to close up 
and get out.

TONI
(snaps)

Shut up, Marty!  

CONNOR
Dr. Zanetti, let me do it.

Toni looks at him, uncertain.

MARTY
He’s gonna stroke.

CONNOR
(to Toni)

I saw the carotid injury through the 
Oculus.  I was inside.  I know where the 
problem is and how to get to it.

TONI
You sure?

(off his nod)
Okay.

She makes way for him.

MARTY
BP’s tanking.  Pushing pressers and 
blood.  You gotta get out!

Connor reaches into the bloody pool and feels around.

CONNOR
I’m not finding the hole.

TONI
Go with your instincts.  Visualize what 
you saw.

Connor closes his eyes.
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TONI (CONT’D)
You can do this.

He continues to feel around, until --

CONNOR
Patch!

He gets it and inserts the patch in the carotid artery.

CONNOR (CONT’D)
Inserting patch.  Suture.

A nurse hands it to him.

CONNOR (CONT’D)
Removing clamp.

A tense moment...the massive blood loss stops.  A beat.  
Then an even BLIP hits the monitors.

MARTY
Heart rate 83/40 and rising.

TONI
Son of a bitch...you did it!

The O.R. cheers in relief.  Toni gets back to business --

TONI (CONT’D)
We’re not done.  Let’s clean out the rest 
of this.

As she and Connor go to work --

INT. HOSPITAL - TREATMENT #4 - DAY

Will stands, watching as --

INSIDE TREATMENT

Natalie finishes up speaking with Dylan.  She places a 
sympathetic hand on Dylan’s shoulder before exiting and 
joining Will.  As soon as they’re out of earshot --

NATALIE
He’s not doing the surgery.  At least not 
until he’s given his recital.

WILL
You told him those tumors might kill him 
first?

(off Natalie)
You gotta be kidding me...
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